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OME time fince you deſired an account , 
the whole Occonomy of the People gommonly 
3 And you received a true, (d 
but not a full account, To ſupply 
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About ten years ag. my 
| wan daibed to reach in mau pant of Londas. 
; We had no view eas but ſo far n we wars: 

able (and we knew Godicoutd work ate beter 

it pleaſed him) 10-6pavinte Khoſe who; Wald hen 
what trus Chriſtianity was, und ta perfuade them 4, 
du A. "hos 
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4 A Plain Account| 


a, The points we _ inſiſſed upon were oe 
firſt, That Orthodoxy or Right O gong. is, at beſt 
bas d vey Net pare of Gi Bru 


7 bo part of , at a | . — 5 > 
ellgſon attyes A "Wo m 
05 fda 1 0 a 
uſſng the W ot 0 
called) or of Wipe N. Pre , E 
differen from tHe mind that was In Gi. the 
ihage of God Nampt 3 wurd r. 
bees attended with the pee * e 2 
in the Holy Ghoft, econdld, hat the on! 
unden heaven nd this Relignonins, Te W 
blave he goſpel, or (as 'theiwpeiite very be 
tanre tν u 7 of de and n i anviike 
| Qheift birds“ The! (his: tui te Me the 
| Vera mot, ben hatieveth an him thav jaftifieſhibe 
ungodly, iy Jultified freely by Hir Ter through che 
emption Which.“ i hes rſt! and lay, 
That bang juſtified byy/aitn; we tüſte of; — 
to which we are going: we zre holy and happy 
we tread down fin and fear, and Mu in hedventy 
Faces with Chriſt — „ 43s * Now! 
g. Many of thoſe who heard this, be 
oh that we brought range things d . 
that this was doctrine which * — heard before, 
or, at leaſt, never regarded. ſearohed the! 
47 ptures, whether theſe things —_ 0, — ick n.]. 
edged the truth as it is in Jeſus. Their hearts! alfo/ 
ere influenced” to follow' Jeſus Chit; and hum” 
erucified,\ a dan 91d * 
4. Immediately they were fanoundedinvich, dini. 
oulties : all the world reoſe up againſt them 2 neigh- 
bours, ſtrangers, acquaintance, relations, friends, de- 
gan to cry out amain; „be not righteous ov, much: 
why ſhouldeſt thou deſtroy eee : let noi much 
religion make thee mad.“ 4/947 65: se 
| 5. One and another und, endcher cntach us, 
| aſking, what they ſhould do? Being diſtreſſed on: 
| 282 lide; as every one ſtrove 16 — and none 
rengthen their hands in God, We adviſed 
em 
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Of the Mu ruob ien. 9 
mem, Strengthen you one another, TxIk 16+, 
gether us often as you' can, And pray earneſtly, 
with and ſor one another; that you may endure to 
the end, \und\|be' ſaved!” "Againſt: this advice; We 
preſumed there could be no 0bjettion;; as, being 
nded on the pluineſt/reuſon, end on {6.many: 
eriptures, both of the Old Teflament and the New, 

that t would be tedious o recite them, GON HS no 
6, They (aid, „ But we want You likewiſetoialk 

with us often, to direft and quicken us In our way, 

. to give us the advices which veau well knew we 

need, . and to pray with) us as Well as for us, 1 

aſked, Which of you deflre this? Lot me know: 

r names and places of abado, They did ſo. But 
| foon found they were too many tor me dd ta 
with ſeverally ſo often ad they wanted it, | 8a 1% 
2 will aof you come tagether; every 
Thurſda the evening, I will gladly (pond fomy 
time with you in prayer, and give you the beſt ad- 
vice I can.“ ae it , 1 

1 aroſe, without any previous deſign on 
either (ide, what was afterwards called“ A Society!“ 

a very innocent name, and very common in Lenden, 

for any number ot people af/enating themſelves to- 
gether, The thing propoled in their aſſocia ing 
themſelves together wes obvious: to every one 
They wanted to flee from the wrath to come, and ta 
aſſi ſt each other in ſo doing. They theretore united 
themſelves, “ in order to pray: together, 10 receive 

the word of exhortation, — to watch over one 
another in love, that they might help each other to 

work out their ſal vation... Pot os," 

8. There is one only condition previouſly res 
quired, in thoſe who delice admiſſion into this So- 
ciety,. A deſire to flee lrom the wrath to come, 
to be ſaved from their ſins Bui wherever this de- 
fire is ft in the ſoul, it will be ſhewn by its fruits, 

It is therefore expected of al Who continue therein, 
that they ſhould continue to evidence their deſire of 
ſalvation, Dre FR 1%] now va 
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C A Plain Account) * 
— 9 ; eſpecially that whiotv is moſt general 
ra 2947 | T1 TD OVER TOTO KH Ws 
N (4% ueh 68, the takirig the name of God in vain+ 
' the profaning the day 6f te Lordi dtenkenneſo t 
| fighting, quarrelling, 00 the buying or ſel. 
| ling c ode the doing to others n wer 
would vt they ſhould ds unto us uncharitableor 
unprofitable converſation, ſpeaking (evil:ot Magi 
Wie er! Miniſters, „et ee e e e ee wilt 6 
«Secondly, By doing good, by being in every 
kind mereiful aſter thelr power : as they have oppor- 
l tunity, doing good of every poſſible fort, and as far 
| as it is poſſible to all men. 
| ' 4 By all poſſible eee eee eee 
goſpel e not blamed; 001 509 14D honoring! 
Zy ſubmitting to bear the reproach-of Ohriſti to 
be as the filth and off. ſoouring of thevwbrid, and 
looking that men ſnhould ſay all manner 6 es 
falſe] * the Lord's ſahk es. B % % 
0 Thirdly, By attending upon all the-ordinances 
of God: ſuch as the pubſie worſhip of Gon, the 
ſupper of the Lord, private prayer, ſearchihg'the 
ſcriptures, and faſting or abflinence,” 01th 
'They now likewiſe agreed, that ns — 5 of them 
as had an opportunity, would meet''together ever 
Friday, and ſpend the dinner hour imgvying1o od, 
both for each other, and for all mankindy/' 
It quickly appeared, that their thus uniting to- 
gether, anſwered the end propoſed therein, In a 
few months the far greater part of thoſe who had 
begun to fear God, and work righteouſneſs; but were 
not united together, grew faint in their minds, and 
fell back into what they were before! Mean While 
the far greater part of thoſe, who were thus unnted 
together, continued ſtriving to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate, and to lay hold on eternal lite!“ 
10. Upon reflection, I could not but obſerve, 
this is the very thing which was fromthe be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity. In the earhieft times, thoſe 
whom God had ſent forth, preached the goſpel» to 
every creature, And the / Unie Me oy” of | 
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Of che u Trot ets, 
hearers, were menly qrove of ee Heuthens, Bulb 
as ſoon: du arty of i ele wore fo convinced of 'the 
truth, u to forſtks ſin und ſeek the goſpel ſalvation, 
they immediately jointed them togetſtor, took an av» 
count of their names, »dviſed them to watch over 
each other, and met theſe , (Catecohumens, 
— were then called): apart from the great con- 
age on, that they 7 — inſtrutt, rebuke, ehe 
and pray with them, and ſor them,  actordingits 
their ſeveral neceſſilies; 1 |, ) OW. FRY 00 1 Wh NP 
11, But it wan not leng before an objeRtion Was 
made to this, which had not once entered inte my 
thought. Is nat this ma king'a Schiſm 7 Is not the ' 
joining theſe people together, gathering churches 
out of churche ? ow be en au WH, x 06 
It was (eafily anſwered; if ydu mean only'Gathers 
ing people out of buildings called churches, it ie. 
But if ym ———— PAY FIG 
tians,” and ſo own | ip n is not. Fot 
. Theſe were not be biens beforg they were thus 
joined. Moſt of them were barefaced Heathens; 
2. Neither are they Chriſtians, from hom you ſup- 
poſe them to be divided, You will not look me uv 
the face and ſay ihey are. What! Drunken.Chrif. 
tians? Curſing and ſwearing Chriſtians ? ing, 

1 
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Chriſtians ? Cheating Chriſtians ? ' If theſeare oh 
tians at all, they are Decal CAriſlians, (as the poor 
Malabarians term them.) g. Neither are they di- 

vided any more than they were before, even ſrom 


theſe wretched Devil — gone They are as read 
io per 


as ever to aſſiſt them, a form every office « 
real kindnefs toward them. 4. If it be faid, “ but 
there are ſome true Chriſtians in the pariſn, and 
you deſtroy the Chriſtian fellowſhip between theſe 
and them,” I anſwer, That which never exiſted; 
cannot he deſtroyed, | Which ob-thoſe tue Chxiſ- 
tians had any ſuch fellowſhip: with theſe? ' Who 
watched over them in love)?” /W ho marked their 
rowth-in grace? Who adviſed and extrorted them 
time to time ? Who prayed with them and vor 

them as they had nend d and dhe r 1 


over each ather, we 
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8 A Plain AccobwN 
Chliti tian fellowſhip t but alas! Wherede it to be 
ſound Look Eaſt or Weſt, North lor South 1 nome 
what pariſh you pleaſe. lo this Ohtiſtian fello 

there * Rather are not the bulk of the pariſhioners 
mere rope of ſand ? What Chriſtian \cohnexion is 


there between them } Whit intercourſe In (plus 
things } What watching over! each” other's foul ) 


Whit bougn 4 one 9 þ 5 What 
More fen 1s n then 1.9 yo FO 
ing "my never Was "he real ob iy 2 95 
reverſe of this 1 We tere MN Oran fellewſk 


where || was %% 
have been peace, 
word and work, e el 14/4. Wi 

II. 4, Bit as mugh a4 we endeavoured a wateh 
ſnon found ſame who did net 
tive the goſpel, 1 do not know, that any hypeerlies 
were erept in; for indeed there was no temptations 
Aut feveral gre old, and gave way o the "fins 
which had lang eaſily beſet them, We quick 

reeived, there were many ill conſequences of {uf+ 
ering theſe to remain ih us, It was dangerous 
to athers; inaſmuch as all lin is of an infeRtious 
nature, It brought ſuch a ſcandal on their bre- 
thren, as _— them to what was not properly the 
reproach of Chriſt, It laid a ftumbling-block in 
the way of others, and cauſed the truth to be evil 
ſpoken of, | 

a, We groaned under thoſe inconveniences long, 
before a remedy could be found, The people were 
ſcaitered ſo wide in all parts of the town, from 
Wapping to Weſtminſter, that I could not eaſily ſee, 
what the behaviour of each perſon in his own neigh- 
bourhood was, So that ſeveral diſorderly walkers 
did much hurt, before I was apprized of it. 

g. At length, while we were thinking of quite 
another thing, we ſtruck upon a — 6 which 
we have cauſe to bleſs Cod ever ſince. I was talk. 
ing with ſeveral of the Society in Briffol, concerning 
the means of paying the debts there: when one 
lvod up and laid, © Let every member of the $0« 

* el 
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1 I, in che huſneſg of a Wu bis od 

To ſee each perſon in his Claſs, obe week at 

SLIME the leaſt : in ardet 10 30 igt 1160 41 4 
40 o enquire how heir fouls proſ] ſperta 1. nond 5 

f 1 reprove, comfort or auen u Ocean: 
ſion, may reque: J. Rel TTY 
1 T@receive what 1 are willing. 0 ive, to- 

a 4 waids the relief ot ihe pder, 
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ven bo 0 · 
| , | 101 a n I& 12.1! 
Toa pay 40 the Stewards What they (have received” 
vin of (hole ſeveral Oe in ide work me 
by | * Mie Neher. 
0, N ' they viſited esch un hie on 
houſe 1 bn this was soon found het fv | 
And ther en many accounts. (41 160k up" 
Ame, than moſt of the Lesgers had to ſpare, 8, 
Many perfons lived with maſters, miſtreſſes, or rela» 
tons, who "ou not ſuffer them'16 be thus viſhed, 
q At the houſes of thoſe whe are not fo averſs, 
they ofien had na opportunity of ſpeaking to them 
but in 77 And this did not at all anſwer 
A propel 6 of — e —* 
r + + it Trequent ned hat one af. 
de 14 1 this could not 
be cleared, without ſeeing them together, - g. Little: 
miſunderſtandings and quarrels of various kinds, 
frequently aroſe among relations or neizhbours j' 
effeftually to remove which it was needful/ to ſee 
them all face to face, Upon all theſe conſiderations 
it was a „that thoſe of esch Claſs ſhowld\ meet 
all together. And by this means, a more full en- 
quiry was made, into the behaviour of every perſon. 
hoſe who could not be viſited at home, or no 
otherwife than in company, had the ſume advantage 
with others, ' Advice or reproof was given as need: 
required ; quarrels made up, miſunderflandings re- 
moved. And after an hour or two ſpent in his la- 
hour of love, they concluded with prayer and 
thankſgiving. Op 1 Mg e830 LL 
7. It can ſcarce be conceived, what advanta 
have been reaped from this little prudential regula 
tion. Many now happily experienced that Oil. 
tian fellowſhip, of which they had not ſo much as 
an idea before. "Tow began to bear one another's 
burihens, and naturally to care for each other, As 
y hac daily @ more iniiimate acquaintance With, 
bo they hal & mute endeared affection fer each 
Where, And by (peckingthe Mun In dove, they 
— A 
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like M42. 


* ben 1 came inte de Society firſt 3 and N 
* 1 do nat underſtand theſe thingy, 
and this changing one thing after another comtiny» 
any." | It was "Ski anſwered. % is a pity. but 
they had been at But we knew not then 


either the need or. the benefit of them, Why. me we 


uſe them, you will readily underſtand, if you 
over the Rules of the Society. That We | 
theſe little prudential helps we are . contnually 
changing one thing ater another, it is not a, weak» 
neſs. or fault (as you imagine) but. A peculiar advan- 
tage which we enjoy. By this means we declare 
them all to be merely 1 not 28 not 
of divine inſtitution, „ dad. . far as in us 
lies, their grow ing 3 cad. We are always 
open to ales: willing eo be wiſer every day 
than we were. before, and to change Whatever we 
can change for the better. 

10 Another objeftion was, * there in. not 70 


ture for this, for Claſſes, "1 I know. not what. 

anſwer, * There {4 11. 070 ugala() | Wh 
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mined by aſtn and Experience,! 5 oem 
= wi 1 ther the ſcripis te id moſt 
2 general 78 5: end leaves he 
Maeder ts be adjusted, by tho 
fene of' menkind , The ſc 
— gives that general rule,” - Let all Wige be 
done decently and in order“ But commonTente is 
to determine on 4 7 aceuſſont, what owdet's 
decency requſre. 80 in another lachen pooch 
ture lays it down, as a general,” ſtandi 
„Wbethet ye eat or HA" or whatloev 
all to the glory of God.“ LAN 
dence which is io Ai dai, Wi 
thouſand particulat cafes, 9010, 
11. But theſe, ſaid another, * all Mints: In. 
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ventions. a "This is but the Tame 9 in no- 


ther form. And the ſame anfwer willſuffice for at 
reaſonable perſon. Theſe arè man's inventionb. A 
What then? That is; they ure methods which mon 
have found, by reaſon and common ſenſe, for the 
more effect upplying Teveral ſeriptüre rules, 
couched in general terms, to-purticular occaſions. 
12. They ſpoke far more plauſibly than theſe, 
in itfelf, Bet 
the Leaders are inſufficient for ide work, 
have neither gifts nor graces for ſuch un employ. 
ment.“ TI anſwer, 1. Yet ſuch Leaders us they are, 
it is plain, God has bleſſed their lubour., f. Henny 
of theſe is remarkably wanting in gifts or rae, he 
ou 
know any ſuch, tell it to me, not to others, nl I 
will endeavour t6 exthanite Wim for « beter, 4 1 
may be hoped, they will all be better than the n, 
both by en nee. ne 4 ann A. „ . 
vites 00 hem MA; - Miniſter every” Tueſilay 
Wight, 46d the priyers (then Ih parviewtar) Gere 
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raiſe and thank (giving. Same adviſed me to put 
an end to this: but upon weighing the thing thee: 
roughly, and comparing it with the pragtice af the 
ancient Chriſtians, I could ſee no aue to forbid! 
it. Rather, I believed, it miglit be made of more 
general uſe, 80 1 ſent them Wend, “ I, deſigned e 
watch with them, on the Friday (neareſt; the full 
Moon, that we might have light thicher and Hauk 
again.“ I gave public notice of this, the Sunday be- 
fore, and withal, that I intended to preach: deſiung 
they, and they only, would meet me thete, Who 
could do it without pagunze to their buſineſs cor 
families. On Friday abundance of people came 
I began preaching between eight and nine: and we 
continued till: a little: beyond the noon of night, 
ſinging, praying, and praiſing Gd. aui 
„ 8. Fus we have continued to do once a, monity 
ever ſince, in HBriſlol, London, and Vewcaſtle, as welt 
as Kingswood. And exceeding great are the bleſſings, 
we have found therein: it has — been an 
. extremely ſolemn ſeaſon; when the word of God 
| ſunk deep into the heart, even of thoſe Who till 
then knew him not. If it be ſaid, “this Was only, 
owing to the novelty of the thing (the circumſtange 
which ſtill draws ſuch multitudes together at thoſe 
ſeaſons) or perhaps to the awful ſilence of the 
night.“ 1 am not careful to anſwer in this matter, 
Be it ſo: however, the .impreſhun then made on 
many ſouls, has never ſince been effaced, Now al- 
lowing, that God did make uſe either of the novelty; 
or any other indifferent circumſtance, in order to 
bring ſinners to repentance, yet they are brought 
Aid herein let * reſolce together, | 
g. Nay, may 1 46% put the els Farther yet“ JF & 
ll — vonſettuſe, that elther by ths novelty 
of Wits anvſent ehem, 6f by any Other ndiffergnt 
Nene It i 14 HY u N [avs @ f 
Yun egtlh and hides & WAHlTIde of Ans i" am 
bla betnie God if de 14 Ren I da gat Ins eh 
that brand gut of the burning f | TY 
LV; 41 As whe Bucigighnciealhd, 1 found Ilge: 
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ulred ſtill greater care 10 ſoparate the previous 


from the vile, In order to this; 1 determined; at 
leaſt once In three months, to talk with every meme 


ber myſelf, and to enquire at their own mouths, 68 


well atm of their leaders and neighbeurs, whether 
they grew in grace and in the khowledge of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? At theſs ſeaſons I likewiſe pare 
ticularly enquite, Whether thete be any miſunders 
ſtanding or differetice among them? That every 
hinderance of peace and brotherly love, thay bg 
taken out of the way, | 

' 124 To each of thoſe, of whoſe ſeriouſheſs and good 
converſation, I found no reaſon to doubt, I gave a 
teſtimony under my own hand, by writing their name 
on a Ticket prepared for that purpole : every ticket 
implying as m_ a recommendation of the perſon 
to wiiom it was given, 2s if I had wrote at ng, 
believe the beater hereof to be one that fears God 
and works righteouſneſs.” . | 
Thoſe who bote theſe tickets (theſe EdxFoxe or 


era, as the ancients termed them; being of juſt 


the ſame force with the is renal ot, Commen das 


tory Lellers mentioned by the Apoſtle) wherever 
they came, were acknowledged by their brethren, 


and received with all cheerfultiefs, Theſe were 
likewiſe of uſe in other reſpetts, By theſe it wos 
eaſily diſtinguiſhed when the Sovitty were to mert 
d-part, who were members of it ant whb not. 'Thefe 
allo ſupplied us With a quitt and fnoffenfive mes 
thed, of removing any difurderly member. He ha 
no new tiekot, at the quarterly viſitation 4 (for (6 
often the tiekets are changer) and hereby It is time 
mediately known, that he 1s ne longer of this sein 
munhey;, 

V. The thing which F was greatly afraid ef all 
this thne, and which I refulyed to uſe every pof⸗ 
lible method of proyenting Was, a narrownels of 
ſpirit, a party-#eal, a being {iraightened in our own 
bowels | that miſerable higoiry, which makes many 
ſa unready to believe, that there is any work of 
God but among themſelves, I theught it might be 
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8 help en ik the accoung I. received. from 
me to img, of the work which God 14 carrying 
on un he earth, bath in our een and ether gun; 
tries, not among vs #lane, hug among thuſe ot; * 
Tiqus qpinions and denominatlens. Por this I al- 
lottad one evening in every month. And i fing no 
cauſe to repent my labour, It is generally a time 
of ſtrong conlolatian to theſe who love Gad, and all 
mankind far his ſake ; as. well as of breaking down 
the partition walls, which either the craft of the 
devil, or the folly of man has huik up! and of en. 
cquraging every child of Gad to ſay, (O when ſhall 
it once be?) “ Whoſgeyer dath the will of my 
Father which is in heaven, the ſame is my brother and 
ſiſter and mother,” bk 43-0 
VI. 1. By the bleſſing of God upon their endea- 
yours to help one another, many found the pearl 
of great price. Being juſtified by faith, they had 
eace with God, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
heſe felt a more tender affection than before, to 
thoſe who were partakers of like precious faith ; 
and hence aroſe ſuch a confidence in each other, 
that they poured out their ſouls into each others 
bolom, Indeed they had great need ſo to do: for 
the war was not over, as they had lon But 
thay had ſill to wreſtle both with felh and blood, 
and with principalities and powers : ſo that temp« 
tations were on every fide: and often tetnptations 
of ſuch a kind, as they new not how to ſpeak in 
claſs ; In which perſons of every fort, young and 
old, men and wemen, met together, 
p Theſe therefore wanted fame means of eleſer 
unſen! they wanted 1g pour out their deat Wlih⸗ 
out reſerve, particularly with regard te the In Walen 
ald Rill eaſily beſet them, and the temptations whieh 
were moſt apt io prevail aver them: Ang 
wers the more deſirous of this, when they abſerv 
it was the expreſs adviee of an inſpired. Walzer, 
 Canfeſs your faults ane te another, and pray ons 
for angiher that ye may be healed,” 6 4209 
g+ In compliance with tei deſire, I divided them 
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imo ſmaller companies; putting married or ſingle 


men. and married or fingle women together. The 
chief Rules of the Bands, (i. e. little companies; ſo 


4 
. 


that old Engliſh word ſignifies) runs thus: 


In order ſo conſeſs our faults one to another, and 


pray one for another that we may be healed, we 
intend, | | he EE MOL ok 


1. To meet once a week, at the leaſt: 
2. To come punttually at the hour appointed; 
g. To begin with ſinging or prayer; 
4. To ſpeak each of us in order, freely and 
'- © plainly, the true ſtate of our ſou), with the 
aulis we have committed in thought, word, 
or deed, and the temptations we have felt 
ſince our laſt meeting: e 
5. To deſire ſome perſon among us (thence called 
a Leader) to ſpeak his own ſtate firſt, and 
then to aſk the reſt in order, as many and as 
ſearching queſtions as may be, concerning 
their ſtate, fins and temptations, ö 
4. That their deſign in meeting might be the 
more effettnally anſwered, I deſigned all the Men- 
*ban1ls to meet together every Wedneſday evening, 
und the men on Sunday; that they might re- 
ceive ſuch particular inftruttions and ſuch exhortd« 
„tions, as from time to time might appear to be moſt 


needtul for them: that ſuch prayers might be offered 


up o God, as their neceſſities ſhall require: and 
{priſe returned to the Giver of every good gift, for 
{whatever met cies they had received, 

3. In order to increase in them a grateful ſenſe 
of all his mercies, I defired that one evening in a 
"quarter, all the men; on a ſecond, all the women 
'would meet; and on a thiid, both men and women 
together that we might together ext bread (as the 
\pncient Chriſtians did) with gladneſs and fingleneſs 
of heart, At theſe Love-teaſts (ſo we termed them, 
retaining the name, as well as the thing, which was 


in ule trom the beginning) our food is only a little 


plain cake and water, But we ſeldom return from 
ahem, without being fed not only with the meat 
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which periſheth, but with that which endureth ta 
eyerlaſting life. ä | 

6. Great and Frey are the advantages which have 
ever ſince flowed, from this cloſer union of the be- 
lievers with each other. They prayed for one ano - 
ther, that they might he healed of the faults they 
had confeſt: and it was fo. The chains were 
broken, the bands were burſt in ſunder, and fin 
had no more dominion over them. Many were de- 
livered from the temptatians, out of which till then 
they found no yr to eſcape. They were built up 
in our moſt holy faith. They zejojced in the Lord 
more abyndantly; They were ſirengthened in love, 
and more effectually provoked to abound in every 
good work. | * : 

7. But it was ſoon objected to the Bands (as to 
the Claſles before) theſe were not at firſt: There 
is no ſcripture for them: Theſe are men's works, 
man's building, man's invention.“ I reply, as be · 
fore, theſe are allo prudential helps, grounded on 
reaſon and experience, in order to apply the general 
rules given in ſcripture, according to particular 
eircumſtances. 

8. An ohjection much more boldly and frequently 
urged, is that “ all theſe Bands are mere Popery.“ 
= opp | naed not pals a harder cenſure on thoſe 

(molt of them at leaſt) who offirm this, than that 
they talk of they know not what, that they hetruy in 
themſelves the moſt groſs and ſhameful ignorance, 
Do not they yet know, that the only Popiſh Couſeſ- 
ſion is, the conteſſian made by a ſingle perſon. 10 a 
Prieſt ? (And this itſelf is in nowiſe condemned by 
our Church; nay, ſhe recommends it in ſome caſes) 
whereas, that which we praftice, is the canleſlion 
of leveral perſuns conjointly, not to a Prieſt, but tg 
each other, Conſequently, it has no analogy at all 
to Popiſh confeſſion, But the truth is, this is @ 
tale objeftion, which many people make againſt 
any thing they, de not like, It 1s all Popery out 
01 hand. bg 


VII. 4. And yet while molt of theſe who wer 


NN 
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thus intimately joined together, went on daily from 
faith to faith; ſome fell from the faith, either all at 
once, by falling into known, wilful ſin: or gradu- 
ally, and 0 inſenſibly, by giving way in what. 
they call little things, by not watching unto prayer. 
The exhortations and prayers uſed among the be. 
lievers, did no longer profit theſe. They wanted 
advice and inſtruftion ſuited to their caſe : which as 
ſoon as I obſerved, I ſeparated them from the reſt, 
and deſired them to meet me a- part on Saturday 
evenings. | 
e. At this hour, all the hymns, exhortations and 
prayers, are adapted to their circumſtances; being 
wholly ſuited to thoſe, who did ſeq God, but have 
now loſt the light of his countenance: and who 
mourn after Him, and reſuſe to be comforted, till 
they know He has healed all their backſlidings, - 
g. By applying both the threats and promiſes 
God, to theſe real (not nominal penitents, and by: 
crying to God in their behalf, we endeavoured to, 
bring them back to the great Shepherd and Biſhop 
of their ſouls : not by any of the fopperies of the 
Roman Church, although in ſome meaſure counte- 
yanced by antiquity, Ih reſcribing hair-ſhirts, and 
bodily auſterities, we durſt not follow even the an- 
cient Church: although we had unawares, both in 
dividing oi mo} the believers from the reſt of the So- 
Ciety, and in ſeparating the penitents from them, and 
appointing a peculiar ſervice for them, J 
III. 1. Many of theſe ſoon recovered the ground 

they had loſt: Yea, they roſe the higher for their 
fall : being more watchful than ever, and more 
meek and lowly, as well as ſtronger in the faith that 
worketh by love. They now out ran the greater 

art of their brethren, continually walking in the 
;ght'of God, and having fellowſhip with the Father, 
and witl his Son, Jclus Chriſt. 51 5 

2. I ſaw it might be uſeful to give ſome advice to 

all thoſe, who thus continued in the light of God's 
cou nance, which the reſt of their brethren did 
Wen and probably could not receive, So I de- 
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fired a ſmall number of ſuch as' appeared to be in 
this late, to ſpend an hour with me every Monday 
morning. My. deſign was, not only, to direct them, 
how to preſs after perfection; to exerciſe their every 
grace, and improve every talent they had received; 
and to incite them to love one another more, and to 
watch more carefully over each other; but alſo to 
have a ſelett company, to whom I might unboſom 
myſelf on all occaſions, without reſerve : and whom, 
I could 3 to all their brethren as a pattern of 
love, of holineſs, and of all good works. 
3. They had no need of being incumbered with 
many rules: having the beſt rule of all in their 
hearts, No peculiar direftions were therefore given 
to them: excepting * theſe three. n 
Firſt, Let nothing ſpoken in this Society, be 
ſpoken again. (Hereby we had the more full 
confidence in each other.) E 
Secondly, Every Member agrees, to ſubmit to his 
Miniſter in all indifferent things. 
Thirdly, Every Member will bring once a week, 
all he can ſpare toward a common ſtock, ' | 
4. Every one here has an equal liberty of ſpeak» 
ing, there being none greater or leſs than another, 
I could ſay freely to theſe, when they were met 
together,“ Ye may all = heſy oue by one [takin 
that word in its lower ſenſe] that all may learn, — 
all may be comforted.” And L often found the ad- 
vantage of ſuch a free converſation, and that“ in 
the multitude of counſellors there is ſafety.“ And 
who is inclined ſo to do, it likewiſe encoufaged, to 
pour out his foul to God, And here eſpecially we 
crow found, that the effeftual fervent prayer of a 
righteous man availeth much. 
IX. 1. This is the plaineſt and cleareſt account 
I can give of the People commonly called Meztho- 
difts, It remains only, to give you a ſhort account 
of thoſe who ſerve their brethren in loye. There 
are Leaders of Claſſes and Bands (ſpoken of before) 
Aſſiſtants, Stewards, Viſitors of the lick, and Schools 
maſters, ei 3 * 


— 
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2, In the third part of the Appeal, I have men, 
tioned, how we 2 led to accept of Lay · Aſſiſtants. 
Their office is, in the abſence of the Miniſter, | 
©" Wa, © RY every morning and evening. | 

2. To meet the United Society, the Bards, the 
Sele& Society, and the Penitents once a week. 

g. To viſit the Claſſes (London and Briſtol ex · 
ae once a month. . = 

4. To hear and decide all differences, 

3. To put the diſorderly back on trial, and to re- 
ceive on trial for the Bands or Society, 

6. To ſee that the Stewards, the Leaders, and 
the $chool-mallers faithfully diſcharge their ſeveral 
ofhces, | | 

7. To meet the Leaders of the Bands and Claſſes 
weekly, aud the Stewards, and to overlook their 
accounts, 

„I think, he muſt be no fool, who has gifts 
ſuſhicient for theſe things: as neither can he be void 
of the grace of God, who is able to obſerve the rules 
of an Aſliſtant, which are theſe that follow: 

1, Be diligent, Never be r a moment. 
Never be rillogly employed, Never while away 
time, Neither ſpend any more time at any place 
than is ſtriftly neceſſary, 

a, Be ſerious, Let your motto be, Holineſs to 
the Lord, Avoid all lightneſs, as you would avoid 
hell- fire. 

0 Believe evil of no one, If you ſee it done 
well: elſe take heed how you credit it. Put the belt 
con ſtruction on every thing, You know the Judge 
is always ſuppoſed to be on the 3 ſide. 

, Speak evil of no one, Elſe your word eſpe- 
cially would eat as doth a canker, Keep your thought 
within your own breaſt, till you come to the per- 
ſon concerned. 

0 Tell every one what you think wrong in him, 
and that plainly, and as ſoon as may be, Elſe it 
will feſter-in your heart, Make all halle to caſt the 
hre out of your boſom, 

6, Do notlung as a gentleman, You have no more 
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to do with this character than with that of a dancing. 
maſter, You are the ſervant of all. Therefore, 

5. Be aſhamed of nothing but fin: not of hewing 
Wood, if time permit, or drawing waer. 

. 8. Take no money ot any one. If they gibe you 
food when you are hungry, or clothes when you 
need them, it is good: but not ſilver or gold. Let 
pave 1 no pretence to ſay, we grow rich by the 
golpel. - \ £1.90 1 0,08 

9. Be punctual. Do every thing exactly at the 
time, | | | "\ N 

10. In all things, not according to your on will, 
but as a Son in the Goſpel. „ NN 

4. In order to try theſe, before we can receive 
them »s Aſſiſtants, we require; 

1. Do they know in whom they have believed? 
Have they the love of God in their hearts? Do they 
delire to ſeek nothing but Cod? And are they holy 
in all manner of converſation ? Wy | 

2, Have they 'gifis, as well ay grace, for the 
work ? Have they (in ſome A- ro) 4 clear, 
Hund underſtanding ? Have they a right judgment 
in the things of God ? Have they a juſt conception 
of ſalvation by faith ?—— And has God given them 
any degree of utterance ? Can they exprels them- 
ſelves 1 7 readily, clearly ? 

. ave they ſucceſs ? Do they not only ſo ſpeak 
| (where trial was made) as to con ince and affect the 
learers ?-But have any received remiſſion of ſins by 
thei: means? A clear and laſting ſenſe of the love 
of Godꝰ CH 

4. Thoſe in whom theſe three marks undeniably 
concur, we gladly receive to aſſiſt us in the work, 
And theſe: we adviſe, 1. Always to riſe at four, 
2. From four to five in the morning, and from five 
to ſix in the evening, partly to uſe meditation and 
prom play er; paitly to read the ſoripture partly 

ome cloſe praftical book of divinity ; ſuch as The 
Life of God in the Soul of Man, the Chriſtian, Pat» 
tern, Biſhop Beveridye's Private Thoughts, Mr, Law's 
Pradtical orks, Dr, Heylin's Devotional Trade, the 
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ile of My. Haliburton, and of Mr. % Renty: # 
rem fix in the morning till twelve, to wad, In order, 
flowly, and with much prayer, Biſhop Pearſon . 
Greed, Bilhop % oh the Kpiſtles, Mr, Heede 
and Mr. Na//on's Bermons, Mr. Pa/cal's Thoughts 
cava and Moury's Primitive Chriftianity, 4 
Ae ard Eeelefiaftical History, | 

And we beliaye they wha hareughly digeſt on! 
thels few baoks, will know enough ta fave Wi 
their own fau's and thoſe that hear hems 

X. 4, Bit long before (his, 1 felt the weight af 
far different earg, namely, care of temparal things.” 


—ͤ—ñ—4V— — — — — * Faw 1 — 
* 


The quarterly tub{eriptions amonnted, at a mean 
gomputation, ta above Three Hundrod Paunds a 
year, This was to he laid ont, pattly in repairs, 
parily in other * enponces, aud partly in 
paying debts, The weekly contributions Tell litile 
ort of Kight Founds a week; which was to be 
diſtributed as every one had need, And I was en- 
pected to take thought for all theſe things: but it 
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was a burthen I was not able to bear. $9. 1 choſe 
out irlt one, then four, end after a time, ſeven as 
prudent men as I knew, and defired them io take 
the charge of tl:eſe things upon themſelves, that 1 
might have no 1neurabrarice of this kind. 
2. The buſineſs of theſe Siewards is | 
1. To manage the temporal things of the Society; 
a. To receive the ſubſcriptions aud contributions; 
g. To expend what is needful from time to time 
4. To ſend relief to the poor! 5 
5. To keep an exact account of all receipts and 
expences; | fe 
6. To inform the Miniſter if any of the Rules of 
the Society are not punctually obſerved; _ | 
7. To tell the Aſſiſtants in love, if they think any 
thing amiſs either in their doctrine, or life. 
g. The Rules of the Stewards are, 
1. Be frugal, Save every thing that can be ſaved 
honeſtly, 9255 
. Spend no more than you receive. Contraft no 
ety, © | „ : 4 


— 
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, Have no long veeounts. Pay every thing 


within the week, | 
4+ Give none that aſks relief either an II word 


of an it look, Do not hun them, if you cannot: 


Ip. 

J by no thanks from man, = 

4 They met together at fin every ThurMay 
moriiing i conſulted on 4118 blfineſy which came bes 
fore thenty ſont rellef 46 the Tek, av every ane lad 
need, and gave the remainder of what had been 
contributed each week, th thaſe wha appearall ta be 
in the molt prefling want, 86 that all was cone luded 
within the week What wat brought on Tueſday 
being conſtantly expended on Thurſday, 1 ſoon 
had the pleaſure to find, that all theſe temparal 
things, wete done with the utmoſt faithfulneſi and 
exatineſs, 80 that my cares of this kind were #t 
an end. I had only te reviſe the aocounts, 40 tell 
them, if 1 thought any thing might be amended; 
and io conſult how deficiencies might be ſupplie 
trom time to time, For theſe were frequent and 
large, (ſo far were we from abundance) the inceme 
by no meam an{wering the expences, But that we 
might not taint, ſumetimes we had un ſore ſeen helps, 
in times of the greateſt perplex ity. At other times 
we borrowed, larger of ſmaller ſums. Of which 
the greateſt part has ſince been repaid, But I owe 
ſome hundred pounds to this day. So much have I 
gained by preaching the goſpel ! 

XI. 1. But it was not long before the Stewards 
found a gleat difficulty, with regard to the Sick, 
Some were ready to perith, before they knew of their 
illneſs. And when they did _— it was — 
their power, (being perſons generally em in 
— 2 Aden 00 often as they r Aw on ant 

2. When 1 was apprized of this, I laid the eaſe 
at large before the whole Society: ſhewed, How im- 
poſſible it was, for the Stewards to attend all that: 
were ſiek in all parts of the town: defied: the 
Leadets of Claſſes would more carefully eftquire, 
and more coultantly inform thent, Why were fiek. 
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and Mr. Nal/on's Sermons, Mr, Paſcal's Thoughts 


h 


Life of Mr. Haliburton, and of Mr. de Renty, $ 
From ſix in the morning till twelve, toxead, in order, 
flowly, and with much prayer, Biſhap Pear/on an the 
Greed, Bilhop Fel on the Kpiltles, Mr. Heede 


Cava's and Arie Primitive Chriſtianity, « 
Hihard's Hue le HH,pu Hiſtory, | 
And we belieye they wha tharoughly digeſt on! 
theſe few books, will know enough to fave both 

their own ſou's and thoſe that bear them, _ 

X. 1. But long before (his, 1 felt the weight of 
" fardifferent eue, namely, care of temporal things.” 
The quarterly ſubſcriptions amuunted, at a mean 
computation, to above Three Hundred Paunds a 
year, This was to be laid out, partly in „ 
parily in other _—_— expencen, and partly in 


y contributions fell little 
ort of Kight Pounds a week ; which was to be 
diſtributed as every one had need, And I was en- 
petted to take thought for all theſe things: but it 
was a burthen 1 was not uble to bear, $9. 1 choſe 
out lirſt one, then four, end after u time, ſeven 36 
prudent men as I knew, and delired them io take 
the charge of tl .efe thinga upon themſelves, that 1 
might have no incuabrenee of this kind. 
a. The bulinel(s of theſe Stewards is | 
1. To manage the temporal things of the Bociety 
a. Lo receive the ſubſcriptions and contributions; 
g. To expend what is needſul from time to time; 
4. To lend relief to the poor! * 

5. To keep an exact account of all receipts and 
expences; | | | 
6. To iaform the Miniſter if any af the Rules of 
the Society are not punctually obſerved ; | 

7. To tell the Afliftants in love, if they think any 


aying debts, The wee 


thing amiſs either in their doctrine, or life. 


g. The Rules of the Stewards are, 
1. Be frugal. Save every thing that can be ſaved 
honeſtly, | 
5 Spend no more than you receive, Contraft no 
bie.“ a 
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g. Have no long accounts Pay every thing 
within the week, no) of 1 
4. Give none that aſks relief either an III word 
or an il] look, Do not hurt them, if you cannot 


Ip, 
[4 * no thanks from man. . 
„They met together ut "fn Thurſday 

morning: conſulted on the blifineſs which came be. 
fore them! ſent rellef io the llek, av every one hud 
need, and gave the remainder of What had beer 
contributed each week, tb thoſe who appeared to be 
in the moſt preſſing want, 80 that all was coneluded 
within the week z whit wat brought on Tueſday 
being conſtantly expended on Thurſday, I ſoon 
had the pleaſure to find, that all theſe temporal 
things, wete done with the utmoſt faithfulneſs and 
exattneſs, So that my cares of this kind were it 
an end. I had only to reviſe the accounts, to tell 
them, ik 1 thought any thin might be amended 
and io conſult how deficiencies might be ſupplie 
from time to time, For theſe were frequent and 
large, (ſo far were we from abundance) the income 
by no meam an{ering the expences, But that we 
might not faint, ſumetimes we had unſoreſten helps, 
in times of the greateſt perplexity; At other times 
we borrowed, larger of ſmaller ſums, Of which 
the greateſt part has ſince been repaid, But I owe 
ſome hundred pounds to this day, So much have I 
gained by preaching the goſpel ! | 

XI. I. But it was not long before the Stewards 
found a gteat difficulty, with regard to the Sick, 
Some were ready to perith, before they knew of their 
illneſs. And when they did __ it was — 
their power, (being perſons generally em n 
—＋ Wow, > often as they | 

2, When I was apprized of this, I laid the eaſe 
at large betore the whole Society: ſhewed, how im- 
poſſible it was, for the Stewards to attend all that 
were fick in all parts of the town: delifed' the 
I cadets of Cluſſes would more carefully effquire, 
and more coultantly unterm then, Why were fie. 
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and aſked, Who among vol s willing, 80 W 9 ay 
able, t6 ſupply this lack of ere 

\ The went morning, Any willingly offered 
theinſulves, Lehe (is and Forty of them, whom 
1 judged to be of ihe mol lender, leving (irik g 
divided ihe town Inte twen'y=ihrre parts, ang de. 
fired wo of them ic viſit the fiek in each dlviſign, 

; It is the buſineſs of a Viſitor of the Sjek, 

1, To fee every ick perſon within his diftrie 
thiice a weck 

B, Ta enquire into the fate of their ſquls, and 
adviſe them, as occaſian way require z 

g. To enquire into their dilurders, and procure 
advice for them; | | | 

4. To relieve them, if they are in want; | 
g. To do any thing for them, which he (or ſhe)) 
ban do; 

5 Lo bring in his account weekly to the Stews 
ards, | 
Upon refl-&ijon, I ſaw, how exatily in this alſo, 
we had copied after the primitive Church, What 
were the ancient Deacons ? What was Phebe the 
Deaconnels, but ſuch a Viſitor of the ſick? 

3. I did not think it needful to give them any par- 
ticular Rules, beſides thoſe that follow | 

1, Be plain and open in dealing with ſouls; 

2, Bemild, tender, patient ; 
g. Be cleanly in all you do for the ſick; 
4. Be not nice, 

6. We have ever ſince had great reaſon to praiſe 
God, for his continued 2 on this under- 
taking. Many lives have been ſaved; many ſick- 
neſles healed; much pain and want prevented or 
removed, Many heavy hearts have been made glad; 
many mourners comforted, And the viſitors' have 
found from him whom they ſerve, a preſent reward 
for all their labour, wr 

XII. 1, But I was till in pain ſor many of the 
Poor that were ſick: there was ſo great expence, 
and fo |'ttle profit, And firſt, I reſolved to try, 
whether they might not receive more benefit in the 
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Rae „ Up Upan the ile, we laund, there Was Ii» 
dee E50 1 but but ns Mare nac done t 5 
the 


1 q the ad ves 6 worn Phe Phy 
elans for _ * AA prefiies nut, 
poor peaple Way, 8 fever uniliey 
ruined an tha wit ut Fe 
Kun | thought of a ind of deſperate © tw 
pedlent, will prepare, and give them pp lis 
wyſelf,” Far (ix and ſeven and twenty years, I 
made Anatomy and *** the avon af ld tom, 
ſure hours 3 Rough 6 never property udi A 
unleſs for a few e wh when I was inta 
America, where I imagined oh be 0 oe. ſer. 
vice to thoſe who had nv rep ar Phyſician amo 
them, I applied to it again, 1 took into my 
fiſtance an Apothecary, and an experienced Jurs 
geon ; reſolving at the ſame time, not io go out 
my depth ; but to ſeave all dificult an complis 
2 caſes, to ſuch Phyſicians as the vatlany lhould 
chule. 
9 1 notice of this to the at # telling 
them, that all who were ill of Chronical iſhomp — 
(for I did not care 0 venture upon Acute) might, if 
they | pore come to me at ſuch à time; and I 
would give t hem. the beſt advice 1 could, and the beſd 
medicines I had. 
4. Many came: (and fo hy 4 Friday ſince,) 
Among the peſt was — William . a Weds 
ver, .. Old. Nichol flreet, 1 aſked him,“ What 
complaint have you?“ O Sir, ſaid he, a cough, a 
very ſore cough, I can get no reſt day nor night.“ 
I aſked, * How long have you had it? Here lied, 
About threeſcore years; it began when I was 
eleven years old.“ I was nothing glad, that this man 
ſhould come firſt ; fearing our not curing him, might 
diſcourage others, However I looked up to - 
and (aid, * Take this three or four times a 17. 
it does you no good, it will do you no harm. 
took it two or three days, His cough was —_—_ | 
and has not returned to this day. s 7 
5+ Now let candid men Judge, Does Humilicy, 


this is called 


N 
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require me to deny a notorious Fatt ? I not, Whielf 
in Vanity ? To ſay, / by my own skill, reſtored this 
man to health? Or io ſay, God did it by his 
own apex Power? By what figure of ſpevenh 

oaſting, I know not, But I will put 
no name on ſuch u fact as this, I leave that 10 the 
Rev, Dr. Midd{e/on, 

6, In five months, medicines were 9 
ven, io above five hundred perſons, ſeveral of the 
2 ſaw before; for I did not regard, whether 
they were of the Society or not, In that time ſe- 
venty-one of theſe, regularly taking their medicines, 
and following the = qo preſcribed (which three 


in four would not do) were entirely cured, of dif. 
tempers long thought to be incurable, The whole 


expence of medicines during this time, was (nearly) 


forty pounds, We continued this ever ſinee, an 
by the bleſſing of God, with more and moro ſucceſs, 

XIII. 4, But I had for ſome years obſerved many 
who although not ſick, were not able to provide for 
themſelves, and had none who took care to provide 
for them ; theſe were chiefly feeble, aged widows, 
I conſulted with the Stewards, how they. might be 
relieved ? They all agreed, If we could keep them 


in one houſe, it would not only be far leſs expen- 


ſive to us, but alſo far more comfortable for them, 
Indeed we had no money to begin. But we be- 
lieved He would provide, © who defended the cauſe 
of the widow.” So e took a leaſe of two little houſes 
near: we fitted them up, ſo as to be warm and clean, 
We took in as many widows as we had room for, 
and provided hem with things needſul for the body: 
toward the expence of which 1 ſet aſide, firſt, the 
weekly —— of the Bands, and then all that 
is collected at the Lord's Supper. It is true, this 
does not ſuffice; ſo chat we are ſtill conſiderably in 
debt, on this account alſo. But, we are perſuaded, 
it will not always be ſo; ſeeing “ the earth is the 
Lord's and the fulneſs thereof.” 

2. In this (commonly called, The Poor-houſe) we 
ave now nine widows, one blind-woman, two poor 
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children, 4wo upper ſervants, 's maid and a man- 
I might add four or five Preachers, Fer I \myſelf 
as well as the other Preachers who' are in towns 
diet with the poor, on the ſame food, and at the ſame 
table, And we rejoice herein as a comfortable n- 
ak, of our eating bread together in our Father's 
ng am, | | \ Naw 
g. 1 have bleſſed God for this houſe, ever fince 
it bagan ; but lately much more than ever, I ho» 
nour theſe widows ; for they are widows indeed, Bo 
that it is nat in vain, that withain any deſign of ſo 
doing, we have copied after another of the Institu- 
tiuns of the Apoſtalic Age. I can now ſay to all 
the world, “ Come, and ſee, how theſe Qhriltians 
love one another!“ Wen 
XIV. 1. Another thing whieh had given me fre» 
vent concern, was the caſe of abundance of Qhil- 
dren, Some their parents could not afford to put 0 
ſchool, 80 they remained like @ wild % coll. 
Others were ſent to ſchool, and learned at leaſt, to 
read and write: but they learned all kind of vice at 
the ſame time: ſo that it had been beiter for them to 
have been without their knowledge, than to have 
bought it at ſo dear a price. 
a. At length I determined to have them taught in 
my own houſe; that they might have an opportunity 
.of learhing to read, write, and caſt accompts, (if no 
more) without being under almoſt a necelhty of | 
learning heatheniſm, at the ſame time. And. after 
ſeveral unſucceſsful trials, I found two ſuch Schodl- 
matters as 1 Wanted.: men of honeſty, and of ſul. 
cient knowledge; who had talents fur, and their 
hearts in the work. Ni n en lg 
They bave now under their care, near 


8 ny 
Children: the parents of ſome pay»far their ſohaol - 
ing, but the greater part; — 4 do not; 
ſo that the expence is chiefly de frayed by voluntary 
contributions. We have of late clothed them 000, 68 
f 5 F ve 0 bo J 6 W e 

for wunt of ſupport. 210 
inn „en een 
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many as wanted, The Rules of the School are theſe 
that follow: 

1, No Child is admitted under fx yeurs of age 4. 
8, All the Children to be preſent at the morning 
ſermon | 

g. They are at ſchool from {ix to twelve, and 
from one to five : 

4. They have no play-days; 

5, No Child is 40 ſpeak in ſchool, but to the 
Maſters : 

6, The Child who miſſes two days in one week, 
28. ook is excluded the ſchool, | 

N two Stewards for the ſchool 
alſo, 11. bu neſs of theſe is, 

1. To receive the School-ſubſcriptions, and ex- 
pend what is needful; 

. To talk with each of the Maſters weekly ; 

3- To pray with, and exhort the Children twice 
a Weck: 

4. To enquire diligently, whether t grow in 
grace and in learning, an whether the Rules are 
punQually obſerved: 

Every Tueſday morning, in conjunction with 
the Maſters, to exclude thoſe Children that do not 
obſerve the ſaid Rules : 

6. Every Wedneſday morning, to meet with, and 
exhort their parents, to train them up at bome in the 
i N. of God. 

1 A boppy change was ſoon obſerved in the 
6 Children, oth with regard to their tempers and be- 


haviour. They learnt reading, writing, and arith- 
metie ſwiftly ; and at the ſame time they were dili- 
N 


| gently inſtrufted, in the ſound principles of Reli- 
gion, and earneſtly exhorted to le 
Out their own ſalvation, 

XV. 1 A ear or two ago, I obſerved among 


car God, and work 


many a diſtreſs of another kind, They frequently 
| warned, r pegs in order to carry on their buſineſs, 
1 1477 ſupp 1 of money, They ſerupled to make 
of a Pawn-broker 4 but whers to borrow It they 
knew not. 1 reſolved to try if we could not find a 
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remedy for this alſo. 1 went fin « few days) from 
one end of the town to the other and exhoried 
thoſe Who had this world's Peu. 10 aſſiſt their 
needy brethren, my Pounds were contributed, 
This was immediately lodged in the hands of two 
Stewards | who attended every Tueſday morning, in 
order to lend io thoſe who Wanted, any ſmall fam, 
not exceeding Twenty Shillings, to be repaid within 
three months, | 

8. It is almoſt incredible, but it manifeſtly appears, 
from their accounts, that with this inconſiderable 
ſum two hundred and filty have been afliſted, withia 
the ſpace of one year, Will not God put it into 
the heart of ſome lover of mankind, to increaſe this 
little ſtock? If this is not lending unto the Lord, 
what is? O conler not with fleſh and blood, but 
immediately.“ Join hands with God, to make a 
poor man live,” ttt. | 

g. I think, Sir, now you know all, that I know 
of this people. You Tee the nature, occaſion, and 
deſign, of whatever is praftiſed among them, And 
I truſt, you may be pretty well able to anſwer any 
queſtions, which may be aſked concerning them: 
particularly by thoſe, who enquire concerning my 
Revenue, and what I — Nu. it allꝰ 

Some have ſu „this was no greater than 
that of The Biſho x" London, But roo com- 
uted, that I receive Eight Hundred a year from 
orkſhire only. Now, ik ſo, it cannot be ſo little 
as Ten Thouſand Pounds a year, which I receive 
out of all England!. _ 4% 

5. Accordingly a gentleman in Cornwall (the 
ReQtor of R-——) extends the calculation pretty 
conſiderably, Let me ſee, ſaid he: Two Millions 
of Methodiſts: and each of theſe paying Two-pence 
a week,” If ſo, 1 muſt have Eight Hundred and 
Sixty Thouſand Pounds (with ſome odd Shillings 


and Pence) u year | 
6, A tolerable competency | But be it more or 
10 me, All that le contri» 


leſs, it is nothing at a 
buted or cgllefted in every place, le both yecelved 
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and expended by others ! nor have I ſo much as 
the „ beholding thereof with my eyes.“ And ſu it 
will be, till I turn Turi or Pagan. For I look upgn 
all this revenue, be it what it may, as ſacred to God 
and the Poor: (out of which, if I want any thing, 
I am relieved, even as another poor man.) 80 
were 2 all eocleſiaſtical revenues, — every 
man af learning knows.) And the Bilhaps and 
Prieſts uſed them only, as ſuch. It any uſe them 
otherwiſe now, God help them! © 

I doubt nat, but if Terr in this, er any other 
point, you will pray God to ſhew me his truth. To 
i have a conſcience void of offence toward GO 
and toward MAN,” is the deſire gt, 


| Rev. and dear Sir, 
Your affeRionate Brother and Servant, 


JOHN.-WESLEY, 


FE IM 


(©) 
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Tm folfthe goſpel-word, 
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In us, thou beauteous Branch, ariſe, 
iſe, thou planting df the Lord, 
Be glorious in thy people's eyes. 
O Root divine, in this our cart 
Spring up, and yield a fair increaſe, 
The graces of our ſecond birth, 
The goodly fruits ot righteouſneſs, 


'Scap'd from the world of pride and luſt, 
If now we in thy fight remain, 


O make us holy, and juſt, 
O let us not believe in vain. 
Our names « the living write, 


Whoſe hearts are-fix/d on things above, 
Worthy to walk with Thee in white, 
Unblameabls im ſpotleſs love, 


Out of our'inmoſt ſouls * — 
. The filth and ſtain of inbred ſin, 
(In us it ſhall not always dwell, 


For Thou haſt ſaid, Ye {hull be clean.) 


O that the grace were now applied | 
Bring in dear Lord, à purer flood, 
Open the fountain of thy fide, 
And purge out «ll our tainted blood, 


Adam deſcended from above, 
The virtue of thy blood impart; 
And eleanſe from every ereature.love, 
And make, O make us pure In heart, 


The jy Ing, burning ſpirlt inſpire; 

O let Him 49 his tomple come, 

And fit as @ refiner's fre, | 
And all our fins condemn, conſume, , 


Sid 


| 


We hall be purg'd from every ſtain, 
And pure as God himſelf is pure. 

Thin only can we fall no more, ; | 
Freed f 

ighty Power, 


. 1 


And ſave us from lddwalling ſin. 
Keep us thre' faith to that thy day, 
And mark us out for thy abode; 


Thy glory over us diſplay, a 
| A0 Card the futvre house of God. 


Till thou from all our fins ſhalt cleanſe 
And perfectly renew our heurt, 

Thy glory be our ſure defence, P's 

Nor ever from our ſouls depart, 


On every dwelling-place of thine, 
Create a cloud, and ſmoke by diy, 
And let the flery pillar ſhine, 
By niglt, and on th! affembly ſtay, 


Thro' the long night of doubts and ſears, 
The day of fierce temptation gulde, 
Ant let ww, "vill thy face appears, 
Q let us in thy wounds abide z. 


Seeure beneath thy ſhadow fit, 


In thee a tabernacle find 
A retuge trom the rain and heat, 
A covert from the ſtorm and wind, 


Lend us, (ill all our tolls is paſt, {1 W113 


'Till all thy faithfulneſs we 


bn : 
' 


7 ; | 
Lan) \ 


| Sin (hall not in our fleſh remain, | e 
The ſanctifying word is ſure, . tt 


rom the tumbling-block within ; 
Come, thou divine alm 


A profes ud 7 
And gain the promiv'd land at lui 
The Canvan of thy perfett love. % 


